The theme of our third issue of 2013 is "Ethics" and the special Guest Editor is Dr. J. Scott Denton. Ethics is a complex and controversial topic, especially in the field of forensic pathology. Although important for all specialties of medicine, I think that the addition of the testimonial part of forensic pathology brings another dimension of ethics to our practice. Discussion of ethics is not without controversy, and some readers may find some of the discussions in the subsequent pages provocative or even contentious; this is anticipated and meant to stimulate a dialog about these important topics.
The issue begins with a discussion about ethical peer review. Peer review is certainly an important part of quality assurance within an office. Ex parte peer review also serves the justice system by assuring that both the prosecution/plaintiff and defense have access to expert opinions regarding the original pathologist's work product. However, if such review is applied unethically, it can be detrimental both to the adjudication of a case and the reputation of the original autopsy pathologist. Testimony is a large part of what we do, and serving as an expert witness, either as the original pathologist or as a hired expert, also necessitates embracing the highest ethical principles. We feature two articles on ethical testimony: one regarding the ethics of serving as an expert witness, and another discussing responsible testimony. Another important ethical consideration for forensic pathology is
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Editor-In-Chief that of disclosure of "critical values." Much like the clinical laboratory, some of the diagnoses we make have critical implications for next of kin or society, necessitating disclosure to various parties, and we feature an article on this topic. We also have articles on the ethics of retaining organs for diagnosis and of research on bodies falling under medical examiner/coroner jurisdiction. And finally, given the importance of ethics to our profession, we felt it was important to explore the concept of teaching ethics in forensic pathology fellowship programs, and we feature an invited article on this topic by our Guest Editor.
Following the upcoming Annual NAME meeting in Milwaukee, we will publish a supple-ment containing the abstracts presented. Then, the fourth and last issue of 2013 will be released on December 1. The theme of that issue will be "Pulmonary Pathology", and the special Guest Editor is Dr. Michael Graham. Remember, only about half of each issue is devoted to the specific theme. It's really just a way to promote submission of articles on a particular topic. Manuscripts about any topic can (and should) be submitted at any time!
As always, I continue to encourage the readership to submit articles to the Journal. We depend on submissions from the readership-NAME members like you-to sustain our excellent content.
